Pressures in the sphincter of Oddi in patients with gallstones, common duct stones, and recurrent pancreatitis.
To determine the significance of manometric pressure, measurements of the sphincter of Oddi in a control group and in patients with cholelithiasis with common duct stones with and without recurrent pancreatitis were studied. Sphincter of Oddi pressure was recorded continuously and by station pull-through by a triple lumen catheter. The basal sphincter of Oddi pressure, the mean pressure gradient between common duct and duodenum, and the sphincter of Oddi wave amplitude were measured. There was no significant difference between control subjects and patients with gallstones and common duct stones. In patients with common duct stones and recurrent pancreatitis the basal sphincter of Oddi pressure, the pressure gradient between common duct and duodenum, and the wave amplitude were significantly increased over control patients. These studies suggest that abnormalities in the sphincter of Oddi motor function are more common in patients with common duct stones with recurrent pancreatitis than in similar patients without pancreatitis.